\ | \ 
4 ANS we 


\\ 








Chapter @9: 
Tamaki and the Parking Lot +s: 3 





Chapter 

Tamaki and the Rumors About Konishi «+--+ 27 
Chapter 

Azuma and the Terrible Trial 

Chapter G2: 

Miya-Miya and Her Supporters <-+++++++-+-+-- 73 
Chapter 

Kirino and Trance Time sesesesessesesesesseseseeneee 97 
Chapter @: 

Tamaki and the Blazing Afternoon ----------- 121 
Chapter ©: 

Tamaki and the Trustworthy Captain -------- 145 
Chapter Go: 

Kojiro and Late Fees «+---:+s+sssssssssessssssssers 169 
Chapter 2: 

Tamaki and the Certificate ----+----+:-1-1-+-+1 193 








esAND 
Ioion't 

tm $0 ( HAVE ENOUGH \" 
MONEY 


/ | THAT PocaR! 
| YOU ASKED ME 
_ \ To Buy FoR 
\ YOU... 


I, UM...DROPPED 

IT AND STEPPED 

ON IT...A COUPLE 
OF TIMES... 


J SHURURURURL 
(SHRINK). 





I ASKED MY 
MOM TO COOK 
LOTS AND LOTS} 
OF FOOD FOR 
ME, SO THAT 
THERE WOULD 
BE PLENTY 
TO SHARE. 


OH DEAR. 
SATORI, YOU 
LEFT YOUR 
LUNCH 


AGAIN! 


MROT ARONA 


— 
SoM 
RUSTLED 
=! 
- 


My 
go 


oo) 
(Vy \ Rasy 





KIRINO'S BEEN 
ABSENTMINDED 
BECAUSE SHE'S 


AND BE THE ONE 


70 LEAD, SAYA, 








itt 
iil 


i 
ml 
Ht 


| 
pul 




















KONISHI- | | 
SENPAAAI?, 

















p SHE TOLD Us 
TO WATCH THEM 
Bi THE 


TOURNAMENT, 
REMEMBER? 





WE HELPED 
ROOT THEM 


ON, AND 
THEY STILL 





IF KONISHI- 4 


SENPAI HAD 
COMPETED 
IN THAT 
INDIVIDUAL 


Bons 


SHE'S RIGHT! 
THAT LITTLE 
SHRIMPER 
DOESN'T STAND 
A CHANCE 
AGAINST 
KONISHI- 
SENPAI! 





L/) 




























































































Abe 
YD 


Sil 














we AN 


we) 
















THE 
AFTERNOON 
COMPETITION 
/S ABOUT TO 
BEGIN. 








BOO Beat 


Lu 


You 
THERE! 
WHY WOULD 
YOU BRING 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS 
TO THE 
MEET!? 











WE'VE GOT 
TO CHEER ON 
KONISHI- 
SENPAI! 


JUST HANG <? 
OUT IN THERE 
UNTIL THE 


APPARENTLY 
i WE'RE 
CAUSING 
SOME FISHY 


KONISHI- 
SENPAI. 
























































































































































































































































































































































SUPPOSED 
TO FIGHT 
AGAINST 

YOUR 
SCHOOL 
NEXT. 
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SEEM TO THINK 
THAT I DON'T 
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WENT AHEAD 
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ANALYST, QUESTION, 
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WHATEVER 
HAPPENS IN 
THIS CASE, 
DAN-KUN? 


THE NUMBER 
OF VICTORIES 
AND POINTS 
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KONISHI- 
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SHE STILL HAS 
THAT FIERCE 
CONCENTRATION 
GOING FOR HER. 
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SHE'D LEARNED 
THE NEWS JUST 
ALITTLE BIT 
LATER...BUT THE 
MOST IMPORTANT 
THING IS THAT SHE 
KNOWS HER MOM 
IS'ALL RIGHT. 
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AND I’M 
FEELING 
IN TIP-TOP 
SHAPE 
ONCE 
AGAIN! 


OH, DON'T BE 
SUCH A SILLY! 
WE'RE THE 
ONES WHO 
ARE ALWAYS 
HOLDING YOU SWELLING 
fis SHOULD GO 

DOWN. 
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WERE DOING 
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ALL TO 
MAINTAIN 
CONTROL 
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STRONGER. 





THE STRONGER I CAN'T QUIT 

I AM, THE MORE KENDO. IT 
STABILITY 1T WILL JUST MEANS 
I NEED TO BE 
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STRONGER. 
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910% OF THE 


IT WAS READERS. 


ROOM TO 
INCLUDE IT. 
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THAT WAS 


THE 
ANSWER!? 
























I FORGET 
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“JUST BETWEEN YOU AND ME...MY REAL FAKE PREVIEW ILLUSTRATION WAS REJECTED, 
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AND IT'S 
EASIER 
FOR YOU 
STUDENTS TO 

PICK UP ON 

THEM THAN HEM, ; 

A TEACHER Y TO LISTEN 
LIKE ME! OFF {| TO ONE 


IT’S IN 


ANOTHER'S 
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PACKED WITH |. 
CERTIFI- 


OHH? MAYBE I 
SHOULD HAVE 
YOU WRITE 
SOMETHING 
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AT THAT, 
SENSEI! 
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TRADITION. 


TEACHER'S 
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I COMPLETELY 
FORGOT!! WE 
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CALLIGRAPHY: SOUL IN EVERY PITCH 


} THE ONLY 
LET'S PUT i DRAWBACK IS 
THAT IT HAS 
NOTHING TO DO 
WITH KENDO, BUT 
WE CAN OVER- 


VERY NICE, 
YUudl! IT'S 
COOL AND 
IT LOOKS 


$0 I DREW 
MIYA-MIYA, 
OF COURSE! 











{ BUT IF You 
THINK ABOUT 
IT, THERE'S 
REALLY NO 
POINT TO 
PUTTING UP 
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TRANSLATION NOTES 


Common Honorifics 

No honorific: Indicates familiarity or closeness; if used without permission or reason, addressing 
someone in this manner would constitute an insult. 

-san: The Japanese equivalent of Mr./Mrs./Miss. If a situation calls for politeness, this is the 
fail-safe honorific. 

-sama: Conveys great respect; may also indicate that the social status of the speaker is lower 
than that of the addressee. 

-kun: Used most often when referring to boys, this indicates affection or familiarity. Occasionally 
used by older men among their peers, but it may also be used by anyone referring to a person of 
lower standing. 

-chan: An affectionate honorific indicating familiarity used mostly in reference to girls; also used 
in reference to cute persons or animals of either gender. 

~senpai: A suffix used in addressing one’s upperclassmen. 

-sensei: A respectful term for teachers, artists, or high-level professionals. 

-dono: A polite, formal honorific used to show respect. Uncommon in modern Japanese. 


General Notes 

Armor: The guards, or bogu, worn in kendo all have their own names: The men is the helmet and 

face mask, the do is the breastplate, fare refers to the hanging plates worn like a belt, and the kote are 

the gauntlets that protect the hands. 

Senpo, Jiho, Chuken, Fukusho, Taisho: These are the five ranks that make up a kendo team 

and determine the order in which the players appear. 

Ari: When a point has been scored, the judge will call out the area struck (men, kote, do, etc.) and then 
ari,” signifying that a point has been scored in the area named. 

Shobu ari: The judge calls “shobu an” when the match is over and one combatant has won. 

Scoreboard: The letters indicate on which part of the armor the point was scored. The circled 

letter denotes the first point scored. “F” stands for “foul,” and an “X” across the center line means 

the bout was a draw. 

For more information on the formal rules and workings of kendo, see Volume 2 pages 152-154! 


Page 3 

Hinomaru: The colloquial name for the Japanese flag, meaning “circle of sun.” Traditionally, 
the plainest, cheapest type of bento (boxed) lunch, which consists of a single pickled plum 
sitting in the middle of a serving of rice, is called “hinomaru” because of its resemblance to 
the national flag. 


Page 65 

Footwork As a reminder, here are the meanings of the four types of footwork: 
Okuri-ashi = “Sending steps” 

Hiraki-ashi = “Opening steps” 

Tsugi-ashi = “Connecting steps” 

Ayumi-ashi = “Walking steps” 


Page 66 
E: In the third panel, Azuma’s nameplate says “E.” This is because the kanji for “Azuma” can 
also be read “higashi,” which means “east.” 


Page 91 
Kendoka: A practitioner of kendo. 
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AFTERWORD 


WITH THE TOUJOU HIGH BATTLE IN VOLUME 6, THE FIVE MAIN 
CHARACTERS ARE FINALLY TOGETHER AND FUNCTIONING AS 
A SERIOUS UNIT. NEXT VOLUME, ANOTHER CHARACTER WILL 
) BE INTRODUCED. IT'S SOMEONE WHO TOOK A WHILE TO COME 
AROUND, BUT IT’S FINALLY HAPPENING. HOPE YOU LOOK 

eh FORWARD TO IT. 


BY THE WAY, IT'S BEEN ANNOUNCED THAT THIS MANGA WILL 

BE MADE INTO AN ANIME. IT'S STARTING IN JAPAN IN OCTOBER 
2007, SO BE ON THE LOOKOUT. CANIMATION AVAILABLE NOW 

H_ IN THE U.S. FROM FUNIMATION!) I'M SURE YOU'LL BE ABLE TO 
e) FEEL THE STAFF'S ENTHUSIASM FOR THE STORY. EVEN THE 
| CAT MOVES. ALSO, WHILE I DON’T KNOW THE FULL DETAILS, 
ae THAT “THEY” WILL BE MAKING AN APPEARANCE AS 

LL. 





ALSO BY THE WAY, MY SERIES CALLED MATERIAL PUZZLE IN 
THE MAGAZINE SHONEN GANGAN HAS REACHED THE END OF 
ACT 2 WITH THE RELEASE OF ITS 2074 VOLUME. IN A LITTLE 
WHILE I'LL BE STARTING ON THE FINAL ACT, SO IF YOU'RE 
INTERESTED, TAKE A LOOK. 


—MASAHIRO 
TOTSUKA 


BY THE WAY, I’M THINKING MORE AND MORE OF 
FINALLY GETTING AROUND TO DRAWING “KIYO-SUGI.” 
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NO, NO, NEVER! 


DON'T FORGET, 
THIS MANGA'S 
THAT MOTTO IS 
ouR "SWEET ON 
MOTTO!? GIRLS, TOUGH 
ON DUDES.” 


Ves 


WEARING A 
MUMU HOUSE 
APRON 


WELL, IT 
LOOKS LIKE 
THIS MANGA 
MADE IT TO 

SIX VOLUMES! 
THE FRONT 
COVER STYLE 
HAS CHANGED 
uP A BIT AND 
FLIPPED BACK 


HOST: KIRINO CHIBA 


NOTE: NAMASTE MEANS "HELLO" IN HINDI 





WE GOT TURNED 
INTO AN ANIME, THE 
ARTIST FINALLY ANYWAY, 
GOT AN ASSISTANT A WHOLE 
WHO USES A MAC, online : 
AND THERE WAS 
THE SAYA APRON Rg 
INCIDENT... GoLAE 
WAS BEING 
PRODUCED. 


THE SAYAKO 
INTER-HIGH KLUWAHARA APRON 
LOCAL PRELIMS | = ZWC/DENT: HUMAN 
aes BEINGS BEGIN TO 
LOSE THEIR COMMON 
SENSE WHEN THEY 
GET TIRED. WHEN 
A MANGA 1S DRAWN 
UNDER SUCH 
TY CIRCUMSTANCES, IT 
a CAN CALISE INNOCENT 
“|| “cwaracrers To BE 


1 | DRAWN IN IMPOSSIBLE 


BUILDING: CITIZENS’ SPORTS CENTER 
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DRAFT: TOTSUKA-SENSEI 


ART: IGARASHI | 
HADN'T POINTED 
EDITOR: THE USUAL GUY (T OUT, IT COULD 
MAC ASSISTANT 1; INA-SAN 


MAC ASSISTANT 2: DAD 


THE END. ieee 


VISIT AGURI IGARASHI ON THE WEB (JAPANESE ONLY) AT “ANTIHEROINE NEWS" HTTP://ANTIHEROINE.COOL.NE.JP/ 





vf THEIR 
SOI || MEETING... 
SJ(CS\\\ WAS Fare. 
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